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As environmental degradation, globalization, and cultural homogenization
continue to reshape societies, there is an urgent need for the preservation
of  cultural  heritage as  well  as  fostering sustainable  practices.  This
research  examines  how  integrating cultural  heritage  into  design
curricula can serve as a foundation for sustainable and inclusive design,
ensuring  alignment  with  the United  Nations  Sustainable  Development
Goals  (SDGs) while  safeguarding indigenous  knowledge  systems  and
craftsmanship. By bridging tradition and innovation, design education can
equip  future  designers  with  the  skills  to  develop environmentally
responsible, socially inclusive, and culturally rooted solutions.

This study explores how vernacular materials, traditional techniques, and
indigenous crafts can be embedded into SDG-focused design education to
enhance sustainability  and  inclusivity,  by  including  strategies  such
as experiential  learning,  craft-based  collaborations,  digital  heritage
documentation,  and  circular  economy  principles  as  tools  to
merge historical knowledge with contemporary innovation.

Using a case study of one of the courses at Pearl Academy, this paper
evaluates  the  impact  of heritage-driven  design  education on
students’ creativity,  sustainability  awareness,  and  community
engagement. The authors suggest that integrating cultural heritage into
sustainable  design  frameworks preserves traditional  knowledge,
fosters design innovation, and promotes localized sustainability solutions.
However, challenges such as scalability, policy integration, and industry
collaboration must be addressed for long-term effectiveness.

This  research advances the discourse on inclusive innovation in  design
education,  demonstrating  how cultural  heritage  and  sustainability can
shape  a  new  generation  of socially  responsible  and  forward-thinking
designers capable of addressing global challenges.
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